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Launch Day 
 

Saturday 20th February, Town Hall Galleries 
10am ï 4pm 

 
10.00  Arrival and Coffee 
 
10.15 Welcome and Introduction  

Jayne Knight Arts Officer, Suffolk County Council and  
Beverley Bishop, Home Grown Project Manager 
 

10.25 About Home Grown  
Candida Wingate & Cad Taylor, Home Grown Development Workers. 

 
10.40 Whoôs Who in the Room! ï A chance to find out about other groups attending the 

Home Grown launch 
 

 
10.50 About Community Touring ï Jane Leitch, Promoter from Freckenham Village Hall 

with Creative Arts Eastôs Touring Scheme 
 
11.20 Break 
 
11.30 Performance ï Gemma Khawaja with excerpt an from ñLiang and the Magic Paint 

Brushò 
 
11.45 Festivals and Residencies ï Welborne Arts Festival 
 
12.15 Performance and presentation ï Common Ground Theatre Company 
 
12.30 Working with a poet ï Dean Parkin, Performance Poet 
 
12.45 Any questions?  
 
13.00 Lunch 
 
14.00   Advice Surgeries 
 
16.00 Finish 
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ABOUT 
 
You may be an individual with a seed of an idea, a member of a local group with a budding 
ambition, or a seasoned organiser wishing to see your activities blossom into even bigger, brighter 
community events ï whatever your experience Home Grown can help you make your community 
events flourish and grow. 
 
Home Grown wants to nurture and support community arts events across Suffolk, and will do this 
by offering a range of services and opportunities tailored to the needs of individual groups and the 
communities they serve. 
 
So whether youôre just thinking about planning an event, or already running one, Home Grown can 
help you bring your ideas to fruition. 
 
Home Grown is managed by Creative Arts East on behalf of Suffolk County Council and all Suffolk 
local authorities. 
 
 

Getting Involved  
Home Grown is open to ALL community groups in Suffolk. Registration is FREE and entitles you 
to:- 
 
A FREE advice session about arts events that you would like to organise in your community. 
 
Ongoing support and advice via phone and email.  
 
The opportunity to book a show from the on-line directory of professional Performers. 
 
Inclusion of your Home Grown event in the Home Grown events brochure which is distributed 
throughout the whole of Suffolk. 
 
Inclusion of your event on the Home Grown website 
 
Access to the resource section on the Home Grown website. This provides information on all 
aspects of arts event management and planning 
 
An invitation to attend Promoters' events. 
 
Be part of a network of other promoters organising events in Suffolk 
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New Promoters 
Home Grown is offering 10 groups the opportunity to be part of Home Grownôs New Promoters 
Scheme. This is a FREE service that will guide first time Promoters through all aspects of event 
organisation and promotion. In addition to receiving the benefits of all Home Grown groups, 
members of the New Promoters Scheme will receive the following: 
 

¶ Initial consultation session to assess the needs of your group.  
 

¶ Induction training session covering the main areas of event management.  
 

¶ Reducing the risk of the event through Creative Arts East's guarantee against  
loss scheme.  

 

¶ Marketing training session focusing on devising an action plan for the group's  
first event.  

 

¶ Receive marketing materials for events booked through Home Grown. 
 

¶ Ongoing support and advice via phone and email.  
 

¶ Follow up meeting after the group's first event.  
 

Mentoring 
 
Groups who already have experience of organising events and would like to take their event to an 
ambitious new level have the opportunity to join the mentoring scheme. Creative Arts East will 
match you up with a mentor who will meet with you regularly and support you through the 
development and delivery of your project.  
 

On-line Directory  
 
This directory lists a variety of performances suitable and available for booking. These range from 
theatre to stand up comedians, music groups to puppet shows as well as street performance acts 
suitable for outdoor performances. 
  
Acts are of high quality and wide appeal and are experienced in performing in rural and urban 
community settings. Costs of these acts range from approx £400 through to £650. Street 
performers will charge according to duration and frequency of performance required, usually 
ranging from £200 - £800 per appearance. 
  
Additional requirements such as space requirements, technical facilities, setting up (get in) time, 
need for overnight accommodation, travel, provision of effective publicity material and images for 
press and promotional work are included in the tech spec in the Directory. 
  
Home Grown members may be eligible to apply for grant aid to assist in covering any costs for 
Performers fees contact your local arts officer or see enclosed information sheet. 
  
Members of the New Promoters Scheme will benefit from the guarantee against loss scheme set 
up by Creative Arts East. This will assist in reducing the risk for first time promoters.  
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Speakers At Home Grown 
 
Dean Parkin ï Coddenham, Ipswich and Newmarket 

deanparkin@freeuk.com 

Dean Parkin is a poet based in Suffolk, England who currently works as a 
freelance writer and performer and as Projects & Artists Manager for The Poetry Trust. From 2000 
to 2009 he was part-time editorial assistant at The Rialto magazine. 

In 2009, having won an Escalator Live Literature Award, he has been working on his first one man 
show, Ducks, Trains & Other Tracks, and was also awarded an Arts Council England Grants to 
develop this show further. 

He has given many readings across the UK and in the US and has appeared at festivals such as 
the Cambridge Wordfest and Scotland's poetry festival Stanza and has a regular slot on BBC 
Radio Norfolk. Jackie Wills, writing in PN Review, has said of his poems that they ñconvey a 
natural empathy for people of all kinds and a curiosity about human behaviour... I like his humanity 
and his understatement. Itôs refreshing.ò  

Recently Dean has been working with residents from the Mary Warner Homes (almshouses) in 
Boyton, Suffolk and the children of Hollesley Primary School for Wonderful Beast. This will 
culminate in two performances on 12 February 2010 in Hollesley Village Hall. 
 
Common Ground Theatre Company - Ipswich 

enquiries@commongroundtc.co.uk 
 
Common Ground Theatre Company was set up in 2007 by Pat 
Whymark, Lynn Whitehead and Julian Harries to create new music 
theatre.The companyôs ethos is built around two ideas. They design 
projects where youth actors and professionals work together, the actors 
facilitating the development of the youth company, inspiring and 
encouraging them, whilst giving them a realistic understanding of what 
itôs like to be a professional actor. 
 
They also aim to tour a new play every year with a fully professional cast, but including one or 
more ex youth actors from this area who have completed their theatre training. This gives them an 
employment opportunity and, as part of our tour, a showcase performance in a London theatre.  
Their  next tour ñA Change of Heartò will be available to book in spring 2011. 
 
To date they have produced three new plays, ñGallows Songò, ñThe Fisherman and The Turtleò 
and ñDark Talesò which have all received stunning reviews, here and in London.  
 
Their next piece is called ñThe Bellò, which we hope will be part of this yearôs Pulse festival, and 
then tour to theatres in the region. Throughout the summer we will be rehearsing a large scale 
community project called ñThe Dancing Plagueò. The project is open to young people between 14 
and 25 who have an interest in drama, dance, music and history.  For Home Grown, we hope you 
enjoy ñHoneyò has been created especially for this event.  

mailto:deanparkin@freeuk.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffolk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wordfest&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanza_Poetry_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_Radio_Norfolk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_Radio_Norfolk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PN_Review
mailto:enquiries@commongroundtc.co.uk
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Maverick Festival - Coddenham 

maverickfestival@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Maverick Festival began in 2008 and is now preparing for its third year, 
continuing to build on its reputation as the UK's foremost home to the best 
and brightest in American roots music. The event runs over three days at 
Easton Farm Park, commencing on Friday night in the main Barn, 
continues on Saturday with a full programme of musical performances, 
dance, film & workshops across four stages indoors and out, and finishes 
on Sunday with its traditional Gospel brunch. 
 
The festival is a celebration of Americana, alt country and the New 
Tradition, and has showcased alt country pioneers like former Jayhawk 
Mark Olson, Nashville country royalty like Gail Davies and Chris Scruggs and rising stars like 
Devon Sproule and Drew Nelson. 
 
 
Welborne Arts Festival ï Newmarket and Ipswich 

welbornemike@tiscali.co.uk 
 
The first Welborne óArts Weekendô was in 2001. This was one good 
thing to come out of the Foot and Mouth crisis of that year. Creative 
Arts East (CAE) 2001 touring art exhibition was offered to Welborne at 
short notice; another village had cancelled because of foot and mouth 
restrictions. The exhibition was brought on a lorry to Welborne for one 
day and a flower festival was put on in the church and with 
refreshments. This impromptu festival attracted over 130 visitors and 
made a small contribution towards village hall and church funds. 
 
Since this first event, Welborne Arts Festival has grown considerably, 
inviting a wide variety of artists and art forms that have attracted larger 
and larger crowds. 
 
In 2009 Welborne hosted their eighth arts festival, with the theme of óthe world around usô, 
including top quality visual art, music, literature, performance and childrenôs activities brought to 
the festival by a host of international and local performers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:maverickfestival@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHsPcushHi0&feature=PlayList&p=2460FFC7E1E381EE&index=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LUrHpE8v4Ks
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV-1BxWZHFg
mailto:welbornemike@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.welborne.org.uk/2009/2009.html
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Rupert Herries ï Coddenham and Newmarket 

rupert.herries@googlemail.com 
 
"I have long admired Suffolk pianist, balladeer and lyricist Rupert 
Herries as one of the great unsung English eccentrics. Live 
performances of the show 'Tales of Horror, Mystery and 
Suspense' by Rupert Herries & Friends are rare events & worth 
catching in the flesh if you can - pester him to do more" TOM 
ROBINSON UK songwriter, BBC Radio 6 Music presenter 
 
Rupert Herries began songwriting at 12 years old, and first performed in London as resident 
singer-songwriter at the Little Theatre in St Martin's Lane, 1972. He continued performing on the 
University and Festival circuit and in various venues in the London area until he returned to Suffolk 
in 1976. In 1980 he released the 7" EP 'Stealing', featuring Roger Eno. Throughout the 90s, 
Herries concentrated on composing many solo piano pieces and experimental electronic works, 
and produced several soundtracks in collaboration  with various East Anglian artists and film-
makers.  
 
He has shared the bill with George Melley, Neil Innes, The Half Human Band and John Cooper-
Clarke among others, performing both solo and with a roster of musicians under the various 
monikers 'Kork', 'Squork', 'Rupert Herries Band' and 'Kwerk'. 
Herries' current project 'Tales of Horror, Mystery and Suspense' gathers together past songs and 
recent compositions - from the moving to the absurd - and enlists the talents of musicians Will 
Barlow (Drums), Nick Parry (Cello and Bass), Lewis Heriz (Trombone and Bass) and Alex Lamont 
(Saxophone and Clarinet). 
  
 
Lone Twin  ï Coddenham and Newmarket 

catherine@lonetwin.com 
 
óImpossible to pigeon-hole, crosses boundaries and brings people 
together.' The Guardian 

Under the artistic direction of Gary Winters and Gregg Whelan Lone 
Twin have been making performance events since 1997.  Across the 
world the company's work is met with critical and popular acclaim with 
a truly international audience enjoying an ever- diverse range of works 
for stage, studio and public space. Lone Twin and the newly formed 
Lone Twin Theatre are committed to creating entertaining and hopeful 
works that appeal to a wide audience. Projects range from touring 
theatrical works to public projects created for specific community 
contexts. 

2007 saw the company create two major new public projects; the eight-day performance Spiral, 
commissioned by the Barbican and Town Crying commissioned by Dott O7 and produced by 
Forma. In 2008 the company premiered Speeches, commissioned by the Barbican, this ambitious 
public project will visit various contexts across 2009 and 2010. 

 

 

 

mailto:rupert.herries@googlemail.com
mailto:catherine@lonetwin.com
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Dance East ï Coddenham and Newmarket  

claire.bourgein@danceeast.co.uk 

Based in the East of England, DanceEast is one of the 
nation's leading dance organisations. Founded in 1983 and 
gaining National Dance Agency status in 1994, DanceEast 
has grown from strength to strength, maintaining its 
commitment to the rural communities of East Anglia whilst 
developing national and international programmes. 

DanceEast brings world-class dance to the East of England, presenting an eclectic programme of 
performances, widening the experience of audiences and bringing a new and invigorated audience 
to dance. DanceEast also works with regional dance artists, bringing in established 
choreographers and renowned companies to support professional development.  

DanceEast encourages emerging artists, providing a framework of training, support and 
performance opportunities.  DanceEast produces the internationally recognised Rural Retreats, 
think-tanks looking at the future of the art form with future leaders in the world of dance and ballet. 
 
Gemma Khawaja - Ipswich 

gemkhawaja@googlemail.com 
 
Gemma Khawaja is an accomplished performer 
specialising in childrenôs theatre and puppetry. 
Gemma is also a singer and guitarist and has 
worked as a musician, puppeteer and performer for 
leading theatre companies touring nationally across 
the UK.  
 
Gemmaôs interest in puppet theatre began at 
university. Upon completing an Honours degree in 
Drama 2001, Gemma furthered her skills in puppetry 
by learning traditional puppet making techniques and 
gaining a City and Guilds certificate in Puppet Making at Norwich Puppet Theatre in 2002. Gemma 
went on to complete the Advanced Level City and Guilds in Puppetry and Performance at Norwich 
Puppet Theatre.  
 
Gemmaôs experience as a performer for UK based childrenôs theatre companies combined with 
her puppet making skills, led her to take the next step of her career in to devising her own original 
creative work.  
 
Liang and the Magic Paintbrush is Gemmaôs first touring puppet show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:claire.bourgein@danceeast.co.uk
http://www.danceeast.co.uk/development/default.aspx
mailto:gemkhawaja@googlemail.com

